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MRS. SELMA CECELIA GAHL 
Marca 8 (legislative day, FeBruary 25), 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 


(To accompany H. R. 1234] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 1234) for the relief of Mrs. Selma Cecelia Gahl, having con- 
sidered the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and 
recommends that the bill do pass, 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to Selma Cecelia Gahl. The bill provides for an 
appropriate quota deduction and for the payment of the required visa 
fee and head tax. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 63-year-old native of Australia who 
came to the United States in 1904 and acquired United States citizen- 
ship in 1915 because of her marriage to a United States citizen in 1912. 
She lived here and abroad with her husband for a number of years and 
in 1935 went to Peru where her husband died, in 1940. Under the 
provisions of the Nationality Act of 1940, as amended, she was re- 
quired to return to the United States by October 13, 1946, in order to 
retain her United States citizenship. Her failure to return in time 
to preserve her United States citizenship was due to a lawsuit pending 
in the Peruvian courts. She last entered the United States as a visitor 
on February 8, 1948. 

A letter dated November 3, 1950, to the chairman of the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Deputy 
Attorney General with reference to H. R. 8091, which was a bill intro- 
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duced in the Eighty-first Congress for the relief of the same person, 
reads as follows: 
NovemMBeEr 3, 1950. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, , 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. CurarrMan: This is in response to your request for the views of 
the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 8091) for the relief of Mrs. 
Selma Cecelia Gahl, an alien. 

The bill would direct the Attorney General to record the lawful admission for 
permanent residence of Mrs. Selma Cecelia Gahl as of February 8, 1948. It 
would also direct the Secretary of State to instruct the quota-control officer to 
deduct one number from the appropriate immigration quota. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Mrs. Gahl is a native of Australia, having been born in Melbourne, 
Australia, on June 26, 1888. Coming from Peru, South America, she last entered 
the United States at the port of San Francisco, on February 8, 1948, when she 
was admitted as a temporary visitor under section 3 (2) of the Immigration Act 
of 1924. On May 20, 1949, Mrs. Gahl filed an application for suspension of depor- 
tation under section 19 (c) (2) of the Immigration Act of 1917, and a warrant of 
arrest was issued under this application on October 12, 1949. 

According to the alien, she Rest entered this country in 1904 and remained 
here continuously until 1920. In 1912 she married Rudolf Gahl, who was natural- 
ized at Globe, Ariz., on September 17,1915. Mrs. Gahl stated that she and her 
husband resided in Peru, from 1920 until 1922, that from 1922 until 1923 they 
visited various countries in Europe, returning to the United States in 1923, where 
they remained until 1935. In 1935 they again departed for Peru, where Mr. Gahl 
died in June 1940, Mrs. Gah! remaining in that country until her eatry into the 
United States in 1948. Mrs. Gahl stated that she became a naturalized citizen 
of Peru on September 9, 1947, but that she believes she has lost her Peruvian 
citizenship since coming to this country. The record indicates that she has 
sufficient funds to support herself during her lifetime and that she is residing with 
friends in California. 

Mrs. Gahl is chargeable to the Australian quota which is oversubscribed and 
an immigration visa is not readily obtainable. Although she was previously a 
citizen of the United States through the naturalization of her husband, she was 
divested of such citizenship through her naturalization in Peru on September 9, 
1947, if not before, by having failed to return to this country during the period 
prescribed by law for naturalized citizens residing abroad. She now has the 
same status as nay other alien who desires to enter the United States for perma- 
nent residence. The record fails to present considerations that would justify 
the enactment of special legislation granting her a preference over other aliens 
desiring to come to this country for permanent residence, but who are unable to 
do so because of the oversubscribed condition of the quotas to which they are 
chargeable. 

_Aceordingly, this Department is unable to recommend enactment of the 
measure. 
Yours sincerely, 
Peyton Forp, 
Deputy. Attorney General. 


Congressman John J. Allen, Jr., the author of the bill, appeared 
before a subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary of the House 
of Representatives and submitted the following information in sup- 
port of the bill: 


STATEMENT oF Hon. Joun J. ALLEN, Jr., 1x Support or H. R. 1234, ror THE 
Rewer oF Mrs, Setma Ceceuia GAnL 


Mr. Chairman, H. R. 1234 has for its purpose the restoration of the right of 
ermanent residence in the United States to Mrs. Selma Cecelia Gahl. Mrs. Gahl 
ost her American citizenship because of rather unusual circumstances in which 

she was placed, and I commend her case to your committee. 

Mrs. Gahl was born in Australia and came to this country with her parents’in 
1904 at the age of 16. Her parents were British subjects. She received education 

at public schools in California. She was married in 1912 to Dr. Rudolph Gahl, 
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and acquired citizenship through his naturalization in 1915. Testimonials from 
those who know her indicate that by training and experience she is completely 
American in her ideals, habits, and loyalty, and is a person whose character is 
above reproach. 

Dr. Gahl was a metallurgical chemist and engineer. In 1935 he and his wife 
went to Peru where he had accepted employment with a mining company to work 
out methods for the treatment of gold ores. At the conclusion of his work, his 
employer refused payment for his services according to their agreement, and 
Dr. Gahl instituted a lawsuit to recover. He died in Peru in 1940. Thereupon 
Mrs. Gahl was forced to reopen the suit in her own name, thereby further delaying 
settlement. She always intended to return to the United States as soon as the 
suit was concluded, and kept up her registration with the United States consul in 
Lima. She eventually did win the suit, but not until a week after October 14, 
1946, the date on which she had to return to the United States or lose her citizen- 
ship. She did hope to finish it and return in time, but she needed the money from 
it and was told that her presence in Lima was needed for the suit. She could not 
get any assurance that if she did return to the United States she could return to 
Peru in time to care take of the litigation. 

After losing her American citizenship she applied for Peruvian citizenship in 
order to obtain a passport to travel to this country. She arrived here in February 
8, 1948. The bill now before you was introduced to allow her to live out her life 
in this country. Her only remaining relative is a sister, Miss Elsa Brumlop, who 
lives in California. All of Mrs. Gahl’s friends and interests are in this country, 
and she owns enough property to support herself so that she will not become a 
publie charge. 

As further background, I attach as a part of this statement copies of the 
following letters: 

Charles C. Gidney, Jr., vice consul at Lima, to Mrs. Gahl, dated June 23, 1944. 

Hartwell Johnson, vice consul at Lima, to Mrs. Gahl, dated October 18, 1944. 

Charles C. Gidney, Jr., to Mrs. Gahl, dated October 13, 1945. 

Charles C. Gidney, Jr., to Mrs. Gahl, dated August 9, 1946. 

Mrs. Gahl to Mr. Gidney, dated October 2, 1946. 

Mrs. Gahl to the American consul at Vancouver, dated April 11, 1949. 

W. V. Cruess, professor of food technology, University of California, dated 
Mav 5, 1950. 

Miss Edna M. Boyd, teacher, dated May 5, 1950. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold A. McCarter, dated May 5, 1950. 

Eari J. Hamilton, professor of economics, University of Chicago, dated May 
6, 1950. 

Oliver C. Ralston, May 7, 1950. 

Matilda M. Brooks, Ph. D., dated May 7, 1950. 

Clyde Williams, director, Battelle Memorial Institute, dated May 9, 1950. 

Oral Gillette Fiedler, dated May 10, 1950. 

Elsa Brumlop, dated May 23, 1950. 

Geo. J. Young, dated May 29, 1950. 

H. E. Ballard, dated May 31, 1950. 

In view of the above, I respectfully request that your committee give favorable 
consideration to H. R. 1234. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Joun J. ALLEN, Jr. 





FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE UNtrep States oF AMERICA, 
Lima, Peru, June 23, 1944. 
Mrs. Setma BruMbLop GARL, 
Lima, Peru, 

Mapam: I wish to advise that in accordance with the records of this Embassy 
you are duly registered as an American citizen. 

Your last application for registration was executed on September 8, 1942, and 
was approved by the Department of State in its communication of November 24, 
1942, and, accordingly, is valid until September 8, 1944. 

Very truly yours, 
Craries C. Gipney, Jr., 
American Vice Consul. 
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ForrigN Service oF THE UNitep States or AMBmRICA, 
Lima, Peru, October 18, 1944. 
Mrs. Rupoiew GAdHL, 
Lima, Peru. 

Mapam: This Embassy takes pleasure in advising you that the President 
signed an act on September 27 which postpones the operation of sections 404 and 
407 of the Nationality Act of 1940 until October 14, 1945. 

Your previous registration expired September 8, 1944, and you are invited to 
re-register at this Embassy at your convenience. For this registration, kindly 
bring with you your American passport and two photographs. 

Very truly yours, 
HARTWELL JOHNSON, 
American Vice Consul, 





ForeIGN SERVICE OF THE UNirep STATES OF AMERICA, 
Lima, Peru, October 18, 1945. 
Mrs. Seva B. Gaut, 
Lima, Peru, 

Mapam: I wish to advise that a telegram dated October 12, 1945, has been 
received from the Department of State, advising that on October 11, 1945, the 
President signed an act amending section 409 of the Nationality Act of 1940. 
The principal result of this amendment is to postpone the operation of sections 
404 and 407 of the act until October 14, 1946. 

Your attention is invited to this amendment since your case appears to come 
within the provisions of the sections of the Nationality Act of 1940 which have 
been mentioned in the telegram from the Department of State. 

Very truly yours, 
Cuar.tes C, Gipney, Jr., 
American Vice Consul, 


FoREIGN SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
Lima, Peru, August 9, 1946. 
Mrs. Seta B. Gant, 
Lima. 

Mapam: I wish to advise that this Embassy has received a telegram from the 
Department of State, Washington, D. C., dated August 5, 1946, which reads as 
follows: 

“Congress adjourned without further postponing operation section 404, Na- 
tionality Act of 1940. Immediately give all possible publicity this matter and 
issue passports to all naturalized citizens subject to provisions that section who 
desire return United States prior October 13 if satisfied not otherwise expatriated. 
This direction applies whether or not cases have been submitted to Department.’’ 

Your case appears to come within the provisions of section 404 of the Nationality 
Act of 1940. For your further information a copy of that section of the act is 
being enclosed together with a copy of sections 405, 406, 407, 408, and 409 which 
all have bearing on the provisions of section 404. 

Kindly be assured of the willingness of this office to furnish any further infor- 
mation that might be desired. 

Very truly yours, 
Cuares C. Grpney, Jr., 
American Vice Consul. 


Lima, Perv, October 2, 1946. 
Mr. CHaruEs C, GIDNEY, 
Vice Consul, American Consulate, Lima. 

Dear Str: I received your letter of August 9 which you so kindly sent, notifying 
me in plenty of time that Congress had not voted to extend the Nationality Act 
this year. I studied the copy which was enclosed. As you say, my case does not 
come within any of the conditions listed. I haven’t been quite long enough in the 
United States after acquiring citizenship. I don’t teach anything. I am not sick, 
etc. I understand there is nothing to be done about it, although all my friends at 
home seem to think that mine is a special case and should get special consideration. 
You have offered to answer any questions I may wish to ask. But if the case is 
closed, what use to ask? I feel sure if there were something I could do, you would 
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suggest it as you are familiar with the situation and know the possibilities, which 
I do not. 

To satisfy my friends and myself, too, I write once more to put on record the 
fact that if I have not returned to the United States sooner it is not due to neglect 
nor indifference but due to the necessity of prosecuting the lawsuit continued in 
my name after the death of my husband in 1940. You have the record of this in 
your office and I have been allowed extensions of my passport on this account 
until now. 

I inquired at your office how soon I could return to Lima and finish my affairs 
here if I went to the United States now to satisfy the regulations, being willing to 
make a considerable sacrifice to maintain citizenship. I was told that this depended 
on the State Department in Washington and that if my business was considered 
sufficiently pressing, I may be allowed to return on a limited passport. 

The lawsuit is drawing to a conclusion now; there have been many delays. It 
has taken a full year to pass from the superior to the supreme court where it now is. 
It is expected to be decided by the middle of October 1946. I have done my 
utmost to hasten the matter, going to see the judges personally to explain the 
need for action. It is something quite beyond my control. I cannot leave now at 
the most critical moment without being certain of returning promptly and being 
able to remain until the case is closed, and, if successful, the money collected. 

Also, how can one be expected to return without funds? The dollars I kept in 
the bank for just such an emergency have been taken and converted into soles. 
It is next to impossible to buy them back or be sure of a sufficient quantity to 
live on in the United States. My houses in California are occupied by tenants. 
I hear on all sides that one cannot find a place to live in and the rent paid me is 
inadequate to live on. 

I think I have made it plain that I have always done my best to keep the way 
open for my return. I have hoped from month to month and lately from week 
to week that the lawsuit would end in time. 

I hope that this statement, added to the others on record, will help when the 
time comes when I can return to the United States to my family and friends and 
to attend to business matters I have had to leave unfinished there. 

Yours very truly, 
Setma GaAHL, 





BERKELEY, Cauir., April 11, 1949. 
AMERICAN CoNnsuL GENERAL, 
Vancouver, British Columbia. 


Dear Str: I have been advised by the Immigration Department in San Fran- 
cisco to ask your help in regard to my rather unusual problem. 

The rollowing data represent the case. 

Name, Selma Gahl; born, June 26, 1888, in Melbourne, Australia. Came to 
San Francisco with parents in 1904. Parents were British subjects. Married 
1912. Lost British nationality and became American citizen through husband’s 
naturalization in 1915. Remained continuously in the United States until about 
1920, when I went to Peru for 2 years with husband, who was engaged by the 
Cerro de Pasco Co., an American company, to do metallurgical research there. 
Returned to the United States and then went to Europe for 3 months’ vacation 
about 1922 or 1923. After returning from Europe, resided continuously in the 
United States until 1935 when I went again to Peru with my husband who was 
engaged by an American mine owner to do metallurgical work. After 2 years, 
when the work was completed, the mine owner refused payment for the work. 
My husband then began a law suit to recover his salary, but died in 1940 before 
the suit was settled. I then had to reopen the law suit under my own name. 
The case was not decided until a week after October 14, 1946, the date on which 
United States citizenship expired under the new nationality act. Under the 
circumstances it was impossible for me to return at this time when the settlement 
was being made. The vice consul in Lima refused to grant me an extension, and 
I was told that I was no longer a United States citizen. I had been very careful 
to register in order to keep my status up to date and have documents to show that 
I have always been granted an extension of time until 1946. Under these cir- 
cumstances I was without a country, and could not return to my housein Berkeley, 
and my only close relative, a sister, born in the United States. I therefore had to 
apply for a Peruvian citizenship in order to come back home, which I got in 1947. 
On my new Peruvian passport I obtained a visitor’s visa for 1 year and arrived in 
San Francisco about February 8, 1948, to see my sister and look after my property. 
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My present visa expires May 20, 1949, and I had, of course, to put up a $500 bond. 
I own my house, valued at $30,000, free of mortgages, and other real estate in 
California, besides stocks and cash in the bank. This is my home where my 
sister and friends live. I do not want to go back to Peru. Iam alone there and 
only remained there by force of circumstances. I wish to be a permanent resident 
in the United States. Could you arrange in some way that I remain here under an 
immigration quota number? 

Complete data have been taken at the Immigration Bureau, Department of 
Justice, in San Francisco. 

Yours very truly, 
Setma GAHL. 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, 
AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION, 
Division orf Foop TrcHNno.Loaey, 
Berkeley, Calif., May 5, 1950. 
Hon. J. J. ALLEN, Jr., 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

DEAR CONGRESSMAN ALLEN: Mrs. Selma Gahl, now residing at 630 Woodmont 
Avenue, Berkeley, Calif., informs me that although she was formerly an American 
citizen, she unfortunately had to give up her United States citizenship several 
years ago while living in Peru. Her husband died while he and she were in Peru, 
he as a mining specialist. In order to clear up her late husband’s legal affairs, she 
had to remain in Peru beyond the expiration date of her visa and United States 
citizenship. There was then no alternative but to become a Peruvian citizen. 
After her husband’s estate and legal affairs were settled, she came to the United 
States on a Peruvian passport and as a Peruvian citizen. She has been here 
about 2 vears. ‘ 

As she has written you, she would deeply appreciate any action you could insti- 
tute on her behalf toward restoration of her American citizenship. 

Mrs. Cruess and I knew Mrs. Gahl and her husband, Rudie, for many years as 
friends and neighbors. He and I were interested in the same research field at that 
time and often conferred on problems of mutual interest. At that time he was 
conducting research in one of the laboratories on the university campus. 

We considered both of them first-class, substantial loyal persons, and I knew 
Rudie Gahl as a very capable scientist as well. 

For these reasons [ would like very much to see Mrs. Gahl regain her American 
citizenship as I know she would be an asset to the State and country. 

With best wishes for the 1950 campaign, | am, 

Sincerely yours, 
W. V. CRUEss, 
Professor of Food Technology. 





Los ANGELES, Cauir., May 5, 1950. 
Congressman JoHn J. ALLEN, Jr., 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. AuLEN: I have known Mrs. Selma Gahl for more than 35 years and 
lived in her home for several years. 

I recommend her highly in every way. She is honest, intelligent, charming— 
an asset to any community. 

She accompanied her husband, Dr. Rudolf Gahl, a noted chemist and engineer, 
to South America. There they were detained by the slow process of a lawsuit. 
During this time Dr. Gahl died and upon Mrs. Gahl fell the responsibility of con- 
cluding business and legal matters. 

Because of circumstances beyond her control, she lost her American citizen- 
ship. After having attended the public schools of the United States as a child, 
being a rezistered voter for many years as an adult, and a property owner, she 
now finds herself in a precarious condition. 

Anything you ean do to help her regain her citizenship will be appreciated by 
Mrs. Gahl and by her many friends in this country. 

Sincerely yours, 
Miss Epna M. Boyp. 


I am employed as a high-school teacher in the Los Angeles schools. 
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Los ANGELEs, Cauir., May 5, 1950. 
Congressman JoHN J. ALLEN, Jr., 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. ALLEN: We have known Mrs. Selma Gahl for more than 25 years 
and have visited in her home several times. 

Mrs. Gahl and her distinguished husband, Dr. Rudolph Gahl, deceased, were 
the finest type of people, an asset to any community or nation in which they 
lived. 

Because of most unusual circumstances, Mrs. Gahl lost her American citizen- 
ship though she was educated in our public schools, and was a voter and property 
owner in the United States. Mrs. Gahl is a fine, intelligent, and honorable 
person, so anything you can do to help her regain her citizenship will be greatly 
appreciated by her friends and fellow Americans. 

Sincerely yours, 
Mrs. Rivera Boryp McCarter, 
Teacher in Los Angeles City Schools. 
Haroup A. McCarter, 
Coordinator, Los Angeles Harbor Junior College. 


UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO, 
DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS, 
Chicago, Ill., May 6, 1950. 
Hon. Joun J. Auuen, Jr., 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Auten: I have just learned of the bill for the relief of Selma Cecilia 
Gahl asking to remain in the United States as a permanent resident, which you 
have introduced. 

For 13 weeks, in 1941, my wife, my 12-year-old daughter, and I lived in a small 
boarding house with Mrs. Gahl at Lima, Peru. We ate every meal at the same 
table with her, and we saw a great deal of her at other times. Furthermore, we 
met many of her friends who had known her for years. Since 1941 we have 
corresponded with Mrs. Gahl at frequent intervals. 

I have never known a kinder, more charitable, more refined, or more sincere 
person than Mrs. Gahl. She never did or said anvthing that one would not 
expect from a perfect lady. Mrs. Gahl is also intelligent. She has traveled 
extensively, and she has derived a great deal of wisdom from shrewd reflection 
upon what she has seen. 

When we knew Mrs. Gahl, she was an American citizen. The work that she 
was doing for the needy Peruvian blind without compensation, the advice that 
she was giving to Peruvians and others who planned to come to the United States, 
and the friendly assistance she was giving to foreigners who had recently arrived 
in Peru made us very proud of her and won friends for the United States. 

Mrs. Gahl is as democratic in her thought and conduct as anyone could possibly 
be. No one could be further from being a Communist, a Fascist, or any other 
form of extremist. 

Mrs. Gahl is the type of person that the United States and every other country 
needs. If the world were full of people like her, it would be a wonderful world. 

In my opinion, you will render a great service to your district, in which I believe 
that Mrs. Gahl hopes to reside, and to the Nation is you secure for Mrs. Gahl the 
right to remain here permanently. 

Respectfully, 
Earu J. HAamitton, 
Professor of Economics. 


HyYattsvitue, Mp., May 7, 1950. 
Hon. J. J. ALuEen, Jr., 
Representative from California, 
House of Representatives, Washington 25, D. C. 

DrAR CoNGRESSMAN ALLEN: I have heard from my friend, Mrs. Selma Gahl, 
about your bill for relief of Mrs. Gahl, a former United States citizen who by 
some default through a long stay in Peru has lost it. 

Dr. and Mrs. Rudolf Gahl have been known to me since about 1916 when I 
first visited the Inspiration Copper Co. in Inspiration, Ariz., near Miami, and 
was entertained in the home of the Gahls. Dr. Gahl was chief metallurgist of 
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the copper plant at that time. Professional correspondence between Gahl and 
myself resulted. The Gahls visited the Ralstons in our Salt Lake apartment 
where I was metallurgist for the Bureau of Mines experiment station, during the 
next year. 

Our next close contact with the Gahls was in Berkeley, Calif., where we moved 
in 1921 and sometime soon thereafter the Gahls also moved there and built a 
home not far from ours. Gahl was then acting as a consulting metallurgist. 
He had a number of Latin American clients and ultimately rented his house and 
moved down to Peru to give temporary full attention to the metallurgy of one 
of them. I do not recall the date but it was then that the Gahls left the United 
States and Dr. Gahl died there. Occasional letters from them had shown that 
they had to sue the client for compensation and were meeting delays. The 
death of Dr. Gahl left Mrs. Gahl in a bad position as it further complicated 
the lawsuit and moreover she had never carried any business responsibilities of 
- — and was not able to plan and manage her affairs in the manner that 
she should. 

The facts are that Mrs. Gahl has led a sheltered life and any sins on her part 
are sins of omission. I am gratified to learn that you have initiated the action 
you have to restore her to her citizenship. 

For your information, I am the Chief of the Division of Metallurgy in the 
Bureau of Mines, and my office is in room 4048, Interior Building, Washington, 
D. C. (phone: dial 181, extension 3502). I shall be glad to add any further 
information that I can. 

Sincerely, 
Orrver C, Ratston. 





UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, MepicaL ScHoo., 
DIVISION OF PuysIOLoey, 
Berkeley, Calif., May 7, 1950. 
Re Selma Cecelia Gahl. 
Hon. Joun J. ALLEN, Jr., 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


DeraR CONGRESSMAN ALLEN: I have known Mrs. Gah! about 15 years and can 
say that a finer person than she is would be difficult to find. In these days of ad- 
mitting the European hordes with their alien affiliations, it seems strange to me 
that this country would not wish to embrace her as a citizen without placing 
difficulties in her path. 

From what I know of her case, I should venture to state that the vice consul in 
Peru, Mr. Gidnev, could have made a special effort to extend her permission to 
remain in Peru for a few weeks after the time limit specified fy the 1946 Nation- 
alitv Act and thus have avoided all this hardship and trouble on the part of many 
people. It is reasonable that an act such as that cannot cover all cases and officers 
in the position of consul or ambassador frequently can use their discretion to help 
an American in a foreign land in time of need. As it was, Mr. Gidney did nothing 
at all and Mrs. Gahl did not feel as if she should intrude into the more important 
business of the consul or the ambassador. She therefore became a person without 
a country. 

Mrs. Gahl has been an American citizen for over 30 years and went to the Los 
Angeles High School. She was in continual residence in this country all that 
time prior to going to Peru with her husband to work for an American company. 
It was because this company refused to pay him for the work done there, that her 
husband instituted a lawsuit for recovery of his funds, and died during the trial. 
It was therefore incumbent for Mrs. Gahl to reopen the lawsuit, and it was just 
within a few weeks of the final decision by the Supreme Court of Peru—the climax 
of 7 years of work, when Mr. Gidney refused to grant her even a few weeks exten- 
sion of time. 

In order to leave the country she had to take up Peruvian citizenship because 
there was no other way of her coming back home. 

Mrs. Gahl has her own resources and her only living relative, her sister, Elsa 
Brumlop, was born here and is therefore an American. It would be a great mental 
hardship on the part of both Mrs. Gahl and her sister to have her deported. I 
sincerely hope that you will be able to have her citizenship restored to her, which 
she prizes so highly, 

With best wishes, yours sincerely, 

Martiupa M. Brooks, Pu. D., 
Research Associate. 
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BaTTELLE MeEmoRIAL INSTITUTE, 
INDUSTRIAL AND SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH, 
Columbus, Ohio, May 9, 1950. 
Congressman JoHn J. ALLEN, Jr., 
Representative from California, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


Dear ConGRESSMAN ALLEN: I am writing to you regarding my old friend, 
Selma Cecelia Gahl, of California, in whose behalf you are working to permit 
her to remain in California. 

In my opinion there is no finer service that could be rendered by a man in your 
=o Your action in undertaking this task for Mrs. Gahl is most commend- 
apie. 

I have known Mrs. Gahl since the early 1920’s, when I became acquainted 
with her husband, Dr. Rudolph Gahl, in a professional way. From that time 
and until his death about 20 years later I was in intimate contact with the Gahls 
and became aware of their splendid characters. Dr. Gahl was an outstanding 
engineer whose specialty, the extraction of metals from low-grade ores, gave him 
an international reputation and kept him in the forefront of the metallurgical 
fraternity in America. 

As a result of his eminence in the engineering field, the splendid characters 
possessed by himself and his wife, and their engaging personalities, they were very 
popular in California in both social and professional circles. 

Jr. Gahl died while pursuing his consulting engineer business in Peru. It 
then became necessary for Mrs. Gahl to remain in Peru for an extended period of 
time attempting to collect some accounts due her husband. As a result, this 
difficulty of her losing her citizenship has arisen. 

I know that you have a worthy case in Mrs. Gahl, and I wish you every success 
in making it possible for her to regain her citizenship and remain in this country 
and in her home in California. 

Sincerely yours, 
CiypE Wi.uiams, Director. 





Los ANGELEs, Cauir., May 10, 1950. 
My Dear Mr. Auten: I have just learned of Mrs. Selma Gahl’s loss of Amer- 
ican citizenship through no fault of her own. My friendship with Mrs. Gahl 
extends back over a period of 30 years or more. We were both students in the 
Los Angeles High School at the same time. Her record there was outstanding. 
After she married Dr. Gahl, I was several times a guest in her home. She is 
a cultured, educated person of high intelligence. She possesses a high ethical 
standard, and her citizenship will be an asset to this or any other country. 
Thanking you for anything which you can do for her, I remain, 
Yours truly, 
Orau GILLETTE FIEDLER. 


Los ANGELEs, Cauir., May 23, 1950. 
Hon. Congressman Joun J. ALLEN, Jr., 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

DEAR CoNGRESSMAN ALLEN: This letter is a petition in behalf of my sister, 
Selma Cecelia Gahl, who has applied to you for reinstatement of residency and 
citizenship in the United States. 

I should, perhaps, introduce myself first. I am Selma Gahl’s younger and only 
sister. I was born in San Francisco, Calif., soon after my mother, father, and 
sister arrived in this country from Australia. I have always resided in the 
United States and have no desire to reside elsewhere. At present I am a senior 
student in medicine. My father, incidentally, became a citizen of the United 
States. 

My sister, Selma Gahl, was born in Australia but has resided in the United 
States since the age of 15 years. She became a citizen of this country when 
she married Dr. R. Gahl, a consulting mining engineer. 

While accompanying her husband on one of his professional visits to Peru, 
she became widowed. My sister desired to return to the United States but her 
husband, at the time of his death, was engaged in litigation against a mining 
company for evasion of payment of professional consultation fees. Mrs. Gahl 
was told it was essential that she remain in Peru for a short time as a witness in 
the continuation of this lawsuit. She was assured that the suit would be ter- 
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minated in ample time for her return to the United States, to maintain her 
citizenship in this country. However, as her time limit neared, there ensued a 
series of day-by-day delays in the lawsuit until, finally the time limit was over- 
stayed. The lawsuit was terminated shortly thereafter. 

Mrs. Gahl has no interest in Peru. She had to obtain (Peruvian) nationality 
in order to get a passport and travel back to her home in California. She is in 
California now. She does not wish to leave. She is petitioning that she not 
be forced to return to Peru or any other country. 

May I, her sister and only living relative outside of Australia, earnestly also 
petition that Selma Cecelia Gahl be reinstated as a United States citizen and 
resident. I am not a dependent but I petition the gentlemen who will review 
this case to consider that there are other factors here more important than money. 
It would work an obvious mental hardship on both of us should Mrs. Gahl be 
arbitrarily returned to Peru, a widow, alone, a foreigner in a foreign land. 

Very respectfully yours, 
Exisa BrRuMLOP. 


OAKLAND, Cauir., May 29, 1950. 


In the case of Mrs. Rudolf Gahl or Selma Cecelia Gahl. 


Hon. Joun J. ALLEN, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Str: We have known Mrs. Gahl for 25 to 30 years; her husband for a 
number of years before his death; her mother, father, and sister as well. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph Gahl were residents of Berkeley, Calif. Mr. Gahl was a 
metallurgist and biochemist. He worked for the Inspiration Copper Co., when 
that company was installing the flotation process. Subsequently when he was 
a resident of Berkeley he was engaged by the Merrill Co. of San Francisco for 
highly specialized research work. Mr. Gahl was an able metallurgist and bio- 
chemist and an especially well-trained scientist. The Gahls owned their own 
residence which they built in North Berkeley. They were held in high esteem by 
their neighbors. Selma Gahl’s mother and father lived in Berkeley until both 
became incapacitated by age, when the father moved to Salinas after the mother 
died in Berkeley. The father, Mr. Brumlop, was a structural engineer and was 
retained by several large mining and industrial companies in the design and con- 
struction of industrial plants. Selma Gahl’s sister studied to be laboratory tech- 
nician at the University of California and opened an office in San Jose for medical 
work. She is very successful. 

All members of the Gahl and Brumlop families were energetic and useful 
citizens in their several capacities. They were self-supporting in the best meaning 
of the term. Two survivors remain, Selma Gahl and her sister. 

The Gahl’s South American adventures began during the hard times of the 
thirties, when Rudolf went to Peru to work out methods for the treatment of 
gold ores. He was taken advantage of by his employers and had to resort to the 
courts to collect the professional remuneration due him for his work which had 
extended over a period of several years. Selma Gahl went to Peru with her 
husband and when he died she remained and continued the legal battle to colleet 
from the employers. The proceedings were long-drawn-out but e 
recapitulated here. Her extended stay in Peru was due to the difficulties attend- 
ant upon law suits in Peruvian courts. 

Selma Gahl was a resident and citizen of the United States for many years. 
Her mother and father lived and died in California. The background of the 
family is very good. It is almost beyond belief that Selma Gahl should have any 
difficulty in returning to the United States. She is competent and well able to 
take care of herself. She has sufficient means. 

To permit Selma Gahl to reenter the United States and to resume her status as 
a citizen would be a fair and just solution of her problem. We commend your 
efforts, Mr. Allen, in her behalf and beg to express the hope that you will be 
successful in clearing the way for her. 

Sincerely, 
Gro. J. Youna, 
Life member, American Institute of Mining and Metallurgical Engineers, 
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Exico CHEMICAL Co., 
Berkeley, Calif., May 31, 1950. 
Mr. Joun J. ALLEN, Jr., 
Representative of California, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. ALLEN: I have just learned of the case of Mrs. Selma Gahl, who has 
lost her United States citizenship due to too long an absence from this country. I 
wish to say a few things in her behalf. 

I have known Mrs. Gahl and her departed husband since 1928, when he was 
doing research at the University of California Biochemistry Department. I met 
him while I, too, was doing work of asimilar nature. I had a great deal of respect 
for his ability and his character. I met Mrs. Selma Gahl some time later in the 
same year. My wife and I spent many evenings at their home and enjoyed their 
company and the company of her mother and father. These people are inteliigent 
and desirable people, they are self-sustaining and a credit to any location where 
they may live. They are law abiding and loyal to our country. 

I later worked at an industrial plant in this region as a chemist under Dr. Gahl, 
and before the depression had many social contacts with Dr. Gahl and Mrs, Gahl. 
During the depression, 1932, the industrial plant referred to closed down and Dr. 
Gahl was let out like all the rest at that time. He was not in any financial stress 
but due to economic reasons took employment in Peru as a mining chemist, his 
profession. My understanding was that he was to receive a bonus if his processes 
worked out in practice. They apparently did but when he went to collect the 
bonus he was reused. This was after the process was in actual use. The dates as 
I remember were 1935 when they went to Peru and I am not sure about the time 
the work was completed. Dr. Gahl felt that his work should be paid for and so 
brought legal suit. The lawsuit was slow and delayed many times. Finally, 
the trial was about to conclude and it was at this time that Mrs. Gahl was due to 
return to her country if she wished to retain her citizenship. The pressure of 
the trial and the urgency of the situation was so great that she apparently could 
not see how she could leave at the prescribed time. I am sure the dates can be 
substantiated and it does not reflect her negligence but her position at that time. 

I know that she desires deeply to regain her citizenship and I further know that 
she will be a credit to our country as she has been in the past. All of her family 
has passed on except her only sister, Elsa Brumlop, a native-born citizen. 

Very truly yours, 
H. E. BaLuarp. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (H. R. 1234) should be enacted. 
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